Objective-To observe the pretreatment VDRL titres in different stages of early syphilis and evaluate the changes inVDRL titre following treatment using different treatment schedules.
Design-Retrospective study was 6 and 30 months from the date of completion of treatment. Cases with a past history of syphilis were excluded from the study. Three thousand one hundred eighty three cases were treated during this period. Of these, 1532 cases were followed-up during the entire surveillance period. Frequent transfers of the individual, frequent moves of the unit where patient was serving, retirement/release from service, and refusal to undergo surveillance are some of the important reasons for cases being lost to follow-up during long surveillance of 30 months. Records of these 1532 cases were analysed.
The various treatment schedules used were: (a) 2.4 MU benzathine penicillin (schedule A), (b) 4.8 MU benzathine pencillin given in two divided doses at 1 week interval (schedule D), (c) procaine penicillin given as 0-6 MU per day for 10 days (schedule C), (d) broad spectrum antibiotics; tetracycline, chloromycetin and erythromycin were used in doses of 2 g per day and ledermycin in doses of 1200 mg per day for 15 days (schedule B).
Results
Of 1532 followed-up cases 1008 were diagnosed as primary, 429 as secondary and 95 as latent syphilis (less than 2 years duration). 
